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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NUMBER: CO-200-20080067 EA

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBE Roptionaly

PROJECT NAME Fourmile Bicycle andrFoot Trail

PLANNING UNIT: Arkansas River Subregion #1

LEGAL DESCRIPTION T. 14. S. R.78 W. Sec. 4 0. ChaffeeCounty, SixthPrincipal
Meridian

APPLICANT: BLM

ISSUES AND CONCERNSAnN established trail was overlooked in the origiRalirmile

Travd Management Plan and subsequently closed to lddesrs andnountainbikers are
currently usinghistrail. This trail wasclosedby BLM to implement the TMP but it continues to
be used because use was well establiphied to the plan. Iprovides adop route that connects
with the designated trail system. BLM has discussed this routeheifriends of Fourmile, the
Town of Buena Vista, and the local bicycle club. dugh these discussions, BLM has
concluded that thigail needgo be includedasa designated route in the Fourmile area

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Backgroundintroduction

The Fourmile Recreation area is located east of the town of Buena Vista and approximately 20
miles north of Salida in Chaffee CountyndfU.S. Forest Service, Salida Ranger District, and the
BLM Royal Gorge Field Office manage the planning area referrad tbe Fourmile Area. The
100,622 acre area includes Forest Service (74%), BLM (13%), Colorado State Land Board (4%)
and private lan@9%). The Fourmile Travel Management Plan and Environmental Assessment,
a joint effort between BLM and USF#as completed in 2003.

Proposed Action

The proposed trail is locatesolely on land managed by BLM. Although the trail existed at the
time of the Fourmile TMP, it wasotincluded in the inventory and was not analyzed in the
Environmental AssessmentBLM proposego include this trailn the designated trail system
because it is a well established rotltat provides a loop opportunity@oonnects with the



existing trail systemThis trail needs minimahaintenancel o implementhe proposed action
only a few signsvould be installed to show the trail designation and numbesignwould also
be posted aher o u tnterdestionwith the 6032 trail to preverticyclesfrom entering 6032a
hiking trail).

This proposal wasncouraged by the Buena Vista Trails Committeetaed own of Buena
Vista. The Friends of Fourmiland the local bicycle club also supptbr¢ inclusion of this il
in the designated system

Figure 1: Proposedrail in Fourmile Recreation Area
No Action Alternative: This trail will continue to be closed to biking and hiking.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT CARRIED FORWARDNonNe.

NEED FOR THEACTION: BLM proposes to include this trail in the designated trail system
because it is a well established route that provides a loop opportunity and connects with the
existing trail system. This trail needs minimal maintenance. Its inclusion in the designhted tra
system is supported by the Town of Buena Vista, Friends of Fourmildarakal bicycle club.

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW The Proposed Action is subjeotand has been reviewed
for conformance with the following plan (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3):

Name of Plan Royal Gorge Resource Management Plan

Date Approved 05/13/96




